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Hope for Horses Equine Rescue, Inc.   

9381 County Road 470

Blue Ridge, TX 75424

 (972) 734-6218, www.hopeforhorses.com                 

 Adoption Policy


Prior to adoption, the equine will have the following: 

· Current vaccinations for rabies, tetanus, West Nile, flu/rhino, and VEWT 

· Current, negative coggins test for EIA (within the past year) 

· A veterinarian report for any lameness or medical problem noted by the foster home or donor 

· Teeth floated if recommended by a dentist 

· Current deworming program 

· Evaluation and work by a farrier 

Once the equine is available for adoption, sponsors of Hope for Horses will have first priority on any equine that is available. If none of the members of Hope for Horses are interested in adopting the equine or if they do not qualify, adoptions will be open to the public.  

Site requirements

You will need good, solid fences that are not easily escapable, shelter, reasonably clean water troughs capable of holding enough water for at least three days (preferably automatic), and a feeding system in place that will guarantee that no horse ever has to fight for it's ration of feed. Two horses sharing the same feed bin is unacceptable.  Feed is to be stored away from the weather and safely secured from break-in by the equine. The hay you feed will need to be protected also and inspected by a representative of Hope for Horses.  We will need to see all of your other animals, whether equine or not. Safety, nutrition, and care are very important. If your facilities are not satisfactory, you will be notified at the time of the inspection and given sufficient time (usually one week) to fix or repair the problem(s).  

Adoption Fees

Adoption fees are based on a percentage of the Equine's market value. They are not intended to be equal to or greater than fair market value. Adoption fees are not used compensation for the costs associated with rehabilitation and care during their stay with Hope for Horses. Once the adoption contract is signed the adoption fee is non-refundable. 

Breeding
In the contract, breeding is not allowed. Any appeal to this clause must be presented to Hope for Horses and is subject to a case-by-case decision.  We do not believe in breeding rescued horses under normal circumstances, however, we do understand that sometimes there is an exception.  

Transfer of Ownership

Adopted Equines are forever jointly owned by Hope for Horses and the adopter. We will keep original copies of the registration papers on file, and the adopter will be given a copy. In the event the originals are needed, they can be "borrowed" from us temporarily. The reason we do this is to attempt to ensure that our " No Sell " policy is enforced. Also, sometimes an owner passes away and his/her heirs are left with a horse that they are not prepared to care for and the animal subsequently is sent to auction. We do not want this to ever happen.  Our " No Sell " policy is just that - the Equine may never be sold. It may be given away, though, or exchanged for another rescued horse (circumstances will vary) for any reason. The stipulations for giving the Equine away are as follows: The animal may be given away to a close friend or family member only. The person the animal is given to must fill out an adoption application with Hope for Horses, be subject to the same site inspection as the original adopter, and sign an adoption contract. There will be no additional adoption fee required.  The Equine may be donated back to the rescue at any point in time for any reason.  

Moving

The contract states that the Equine may not be moved for any reason without written approval from Hope for Horses prior to it's being moved. If you move, we will need to see photographs of your new facility or do a site inspection on your new facility. We require this in order to protect and monitor our horse.  There are rare occasions where the adopter is someone who never should have been approved.  

Reasons for Removal

In the event of a breach of contract in any way, adopters will be given written notice of the intention to remove said Equine and revoke the adoption privileges. The reason(s) for termination of the contract will be outlined in the written notice. If court action is necessary, Hope for Horses will seek to have the adopter pay for all costs associated with legal action including attorney's fees for Hope for Horses.  We will not remove the horse because of one black mark on a follow up site inspection.  We would call the situation to the attention of the adopter and perform extra inspections to ensure that the problem was corrected.  We will counsel the adopter on proper nutrition, care, and work with them to bring conditions to par.  We are in the business of finding horses good homes for life. These precautionary measures are in place for people who would seek to take advantage of an inexpensive horse and give little or no thought to the responsibility of owning a rescued horse.   

Finalization of Adoption

Adoptions are final in no less than two years and no more than three years. Two years is the standard time frame. During that time the adopter is subject to inspection of the Equine and it's habitat without notice.  When adoptions are being finalized, a form, that gives the equine a clean bill of health, must be filled out by a veterinarian. 

